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Dear Auditionee,
Thank you for your interest in Dionysis Theatre Company. You can find out more about our company by visiting our website www.dionysis.co.uk, where you can find out who we all are and discover the aims and objectives of our company. Other contact details are given below.

In August 2010, Dionysis is producing “CHESS”, a rock musical, with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Anderson of Abba, at the Gala Theatre in Durham. We feel that this is a complete change from our last two productions of Me and My Girl and The Wizard of Oz and contains some fabulous songs like “I know him so well”, originally recorded by Elaine Page and Barbara Dixon and “One Night in Bangkok, originally performed by Murray Head. The show premiered in the West End on 14 May, 1986 at the Prince Edward Theatre and was directed by Trevor Nunn.

 This is your chance not only to take part in one of the “Great” rock musicals, but also to appear in one of the North East’s newest and best theatres with a cast of the finest young performers selected from all over the region and a professional production team who are guaranteed to bring out the best in you all!

This venture is a youth theatre project, so participants will be aged between 10 and 25 (inclusive). Our rehearsals will begin on Saturday 14 August 2010 with performances from Wednesday 25 to Saturday 28 August 2010 (inclusive). Those lucky enough to gain principal or dancing parts might also be needed during the week before these dates (beginning 9 August 2010) as some preliminary rehearsals may take place during this time. The first thing to do now is to check your diary and make sure that you keep all these dates free!  

The Audition Process
We are looking for a cast of around 80 to take part in the show. The auditions will be in the form of workshops. Auditionees will work in each of three workshops (drama, movement and singing), with our Artistic Director, Choreographer and Musical Director.  

You will need to prepare one song from the following list for your singing audition:

Males:

(1) One Song Glory - Rent


(2) Luck Be A Lady – Guys And Dolls
(3) Little People – Les Miserables
Females:
(1) Good Morning Baltimore - Hairspray


(2) One By One (Only The Good Die Young) – We Will Rock You


(3) Hopelessly Devoted To You - Grease
Auditions for cast members will be held in two venues. These are:

· Saturday 6 March 2010, 10a.m. – 1p.m.



  

Darlington Arts Centre, Vane Terrace, Darlington, Co Durham DL3 7AX 
· Saturday 13 March 2010, 10.00am-1p.m.
Broom Cottages Primary School, Broom Road, Ferryhill, Co. Durham DL17 8AN.
All applicants need only attend one audition, but please note that selected auditionees will be asked to attend a second audition at Broom Cottages Primary School, Ferryhill, Co Durham on Saturday, 20 March 2010 from 10am until 3pm.
Please note that those auditionees who successfully gain a place in the Cast will need to pay a Participation Fee of £140 by 31 May 2010.

This is unfortunately an increase on last year’s participation fees but as you will appreciate, costs are spiralling upwards every year and despite last year’s show being a great success, with 4 well attended performances, we still made a small loss on the show. We would point out, however, that this is the first increase for a number of years and in our opinion still represents incredible value for money. We would be prepared to accept three monthly cheques, paid before 31 May 2010, dated as follows:-
May 31  £50

June 30  £50

July 31  £40

What to do next?
Make sure you have read this letter thoroughly – this should help you understand the audition process, and what we expect from you.

Now, complete and return the application form in full (remembering to attach a passport-sized photograph where shown on the application form), together with an audition fee of £5 (cheques payable to “Dionysis Theatre Company”). This fee is to cover administration costs in connection with the auditions, and is non-refundable. Please note that you will not receive further correspondence from us before the auditions – if you require acknowledgement that we have received your application, please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your completed application form. If you have any queries about any aspect of the audition process that are not answered by this letter, please contact us on 01388 420210 or via email on enquiries@dionysis.co.uk.  

If you need directions to your chosen venue, please visit our website. Alternatively, use a web-based route finder, available on websites such as www.theaa.com or www.rac.co.uk.

What should you bring to the Audition?
· This letter

· Any words and/or music that you may need for your audition piece

· Sensible clothes and shoes to move in

· Food/drink – catering facilities may not be available at all venues

What happens after the Auditions?
All applicants will be informed of the result of their audition by 10 April 2010.

Those auditionees who are not successful will be placed on a Reserve List. They need take no further action but may subsequently be contacted if a place becomes available (see below).

Please note that if you withdraw from the production after the auditions, your participation fee is not refundable (unless the Company is satisfied that the reason for withdrawal is both exceptional and unavoidable). If you are unable to pay your participation fee by the date stated, we reserve the right to replace you with someone from the Reserve List.

Sponsorship?
In order to offset some of the increasing costs, this year we are launching a new sponsorship scheme, which we hope might be of interest to some people, especially those in business. We are hoping that Three Rivers Housing will continue to be our main sponsors but in our new scheme, we are looking for people to sponsor different aspects of the show, e.g. costumes, props, or radio mics. In return, depending on the level of sponsorship, we will include a mention in our programme, recognition on the DIONYSIS website and a number of tickets to the performance of your choice. 

If you know of anyone, who may be interested in sponsoring the show, please ask them to contact Ken Banks, on 01388 815105, for further information.
Finally – we have a batch of posters and flyers advertising the auditions – we’d be very grateful if you could display these (school, college, parents’ place of work etc), and/or use them in any way you can to spread the word about the auditions! If you need more, just ask us!

Looking forward to meeting you all soon – and good luck!

Ian Smith

Chairman and Production Co-ordinator

Dionysis Theatre Company

Studio 10, Durham Street, Middlestone Moor, Spennymoor, Co Durham DL16 7AT

Tel 01388 420210

Email enquiries@dionysis.co.uk










